
 

 

Porfirio DiDonna 

 
 
1942 Born on April 11th in Brooklyn, NY 

1986 Died on August 26th in Brooklyn, NY 

Educat ion  

1967 M.F.A. Columbia University, New York, NY 

1964 B.F.A. Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York, NY 

Awards  

1981 Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Award 

1978 C.A.P.S., New York, NY 

1975 Painting Grant, National Endowment for the Arts 

Visit ing Art ist   

1979 Tyler School of Art, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

1978 School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

One Person Exhibit ions 

2006 ÒLost Paintings, 1984 Ð 85, ÒNielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

2004 ÒPorfirio DiDonna, Works on Paper,Ó Wooster Arts Space, 
New York, NY 

2003 

 

 

2001 

"A Parable in Mark and Ritual," Nielsen Gallery, Boston,MA 

"Porfirio DiDonna: Working Drawings1971-1985," Victoria 
Munroe Fine Art, Boston, MA 

"The Beginning," Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1999 "Porfirio DiDonna Ð Two Decades : Paintings  & Related 
Drawings," Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1997 ÒPorfirio DiDonna - Evolution of the Minimal Mark  1970 - 
1980,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1994 ÒPorfirio DiDonna - Vision Fulfilled,Ó Paintings 1984 - 1985, 
Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 



 

 

ÒPorfirio DiDonna,Ó Hirschl and Adler Modern, New York, 
NY 

1993 ÒA Personal Ritual-Drawings 1970-1978,Ó Nielsen Gallery, 
Boston, MA 

1992 ÒSmall Paintings,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1991 ÒSurvey 1960-1985,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1989 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 

1988 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1987 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

Bank of America World Headquarters, A.P. Giannini 
Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

Nielsen Gallery at 112 Greene Street Gallery, New York, 
NY 

1986 Kingsborough Community College Art Gallery, Brooklyn, 
New York, NY 

1985 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1984 Edward Thorp Gallery, New York, NY 

1983 Siegel Contemporary Art, Inc., New York, NY 

Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1982 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1981 Leah Levy Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1980 Leah Levy Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1979 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1978 O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, NY 

Suzanne Hilberry Gallery, Birmingham, MI 

1975 Warren-Benedik Gallery, New York, NY 

O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, NY 

1974 O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, NY 

1973 James Yu Gallery, New York, NY 

1972 Pace College Gallery, New York, NY 



 

 

Group Exhibit ions  

2006 ÒChris Martin: Paintings,Ó Bernard Toale Gallery, Boston, 
MA 

2003 

2001 

 

 

2000 

"Stephen Greene: Painter and Mentor," Addison Gallery of 
American Art, Andover, MA 

"Minimal and Conceptual Art from the Brandeis University 
Collections," Rose Art Museum, Brandeis University, 
Waltham, MA 

"small works BIG IDEAS," Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA. 

1999 ÒNielsen Gallery : Then & Now - 35th Anniversary 
Exhibition,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA. 

ÒSubliminal View,Ó Trans Hudson Gallery, New York, NY. 

"Severed Ear : The Poetry of Abstraction," Creiger-Dane 
Gallery, Boston, MA 

1997 ÒAfter the Fall - Aspects of Abstract Painting Since the 
1970s,Ó The Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art, 
Snug Harbor Cultural Center, Staten Island, NY 

1994 ÒDrawings,Ó Victoria Munroe Gallery, New York, NY 

 ÒMargrit Lewcjuk, Harvey Quaytman, Nicholas Carone, 
Porfirio DiDonna, Joan Snyder, Albert YorkÓ, The Painting 
Center, New York, NY 

1992 ÒIn the Spirit of Landscape,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1991 Summertime Exhibition, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1990 ÒSelected Works on Paper,Ó Victoria Munroe Gallery, New 
York, NY 

1989-90 ÒInvitational,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1988, 89, 90 ÒSummertime,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1989 ÒCommon Ground,Ó A joint exhibition with Nielsen 
Gallery, Boston, MA, and Hurst Gallery, Cambridge, MA 

1987 Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1986 ÒSpirit Tracks,Ó Pratt Manhattan Center Gallery, New York 
and Pratt Institute Gallery, Brooklyn, NY 

ÒPhiladelphia Collects, Art Since 1940,Ó Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, Philadelphia, PA 

1985 Edward Throp Gallery, New York, NY 

ÒNine Abstract Painters,Ó One Penn Plaza, New York, NY 



 

 

ÒAbstract Issues,Ó Tibor de Nagy Gallery, New York, NY 

ÒArt of the 1970Õs and 1980Õs,Ó Aldrich Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Ridgefield, CT 

1984 ÒHighlights: Selections from the Bank America Corporation 
Art Collection,Ó Plaza Gallery, Bank of America World 
Headquarters, San Francisco, CA, and Bank of America 
Plaza, New York, NY 

ÒDrawing with Respect to Painting,Ó New York Studio 
School, New York, NY 

ÒLocation: A Twenty Year Anniversary Exhibition,Ó Nielsen 
Gallery, Boston, MA 

ÒPlastics!?,Ó Marilyn Pearl Gallery, New York, NY 

Oscarson Hood Gallery, New York, NY 

Susan Montezions Gallery, Philadelphia, PA 

1983 ÒNew York to Bennington: Paintings,Ó Bennington College, 
Bennington, VT 

ÒPaintings,Ó Monique Knowlton Gallery, New York, NY 

ÒPaintings Sculpture Light,Ó Leah Levy Gallery, San 
Francisco, CA 

1982 ÒWorks on Paper,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

ÒRecent Works on Paper,Ó Leah Levy Gallery, San 
Francisco, CA 

1981 ÒLee Sherry & Porfirio DiDonna,Ó Schmidt, Inc., New York, 
NY 

ÒDrawings, Watercolors & Prints,Ó Leah Levy Gallery, San 
Francisco, CA 

ÒRecent Acquisitions,Ó Achenbach Foundation for Graphic 
Arts, California Palace of the Legion of Honor, The Fine 
Arts Museum of San Francisco, CA 

1980 Institute for Art and Urban Resources, Inc., P.S.1, Long 
Island City, NY 

ÒAbstract Mythologies,Ó Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

Suzanne Lemberg Usdan Gallery, Bennington College, 
Bennington, VT 

Leah Levy Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

Susan Caldwell, Inc., New York, NY 

1979 Toni Birckhead Gallery, Cincinnati, OH 



 

 

ÒIn the Realm of the Monochromatic: 17 Artists,Ó The 

Renaissance Society, Chicago, IL 

ÒFrom Alan to Zucker,Ó Texas Gallery, Houston, TX 

ÒEight Artists: Recent Work,Ó Leah Levy Gallery, San 

Francisco, CA 

ÒContemporary Art Acquisitions: The Frances and Sydney 

Lewis Contemporary Art Fund,Ó Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts, Richmond, VA 

ÒTwo Decades of Abstraction: The New  Abstraction,Ó 
University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 

ÒGeneration,Ó Susan Caldwell, Inc., New York, NY 

ÒNew Wave Painting,Ó Institute of Art and Urban 
Resources, Inc., The Clocktower, New York, NY 

ÒC.A.P.S. Show,Ó State University of New York, Cortland, 
NY 

ÒAbstract Painting in the Seventies,Ó Nielsen Gallery, 
Boston, MA 

 

1978 ÒIn the Realm of the Monochromatic: 17 Artists,Ó Susan 
Caldwell, Inc., New York, NY 

ÒNew York Artists: A Drawing Show,Ó Swearingen Gallery, 
Louisville, KY 

ÒVariations on the Grid,Ó Gertrude Stein Memorial Gallery, 
Pacific Grove, CA 

ÒPainting & Sculpture Today 1978,Ó Indianapolis Museum 
of Art, Indianapolis, IN 

ÒWorks on Paper, An Invitational,Ó Susan Caldwell, Inc., NY 

ÒCurrent Work from New York,Ó Slippery Rock State 
College, Slippery Rock, PA 

Galerie de Gestlo, Hamburg, Germany 

Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA 

1977 ÒNew York Drawing Today,Ó Susan Caldwell, Inc., NY 

ÒCollection in Progress: 200 or So Selections from the 
Collection of Milton Brutten and Helen Herrick, Moore 
College of Art, Philadelphia, PA 

ÒA Painting Show,Ó Institute for Art and Urban Resources, 



 

 

Inc., P.S.1, Long Island City, NY 

Susan Caldwell, Inc., New York, NY 

1976 ÒFive from New York,Ó Grapestake Gallery, San Francisco, 
CA 

ÒBerthot, DiDonna, Huntington,Ó Kingsborough 
Community College Art Gallery, Brooklyn, NY 

ÒFall Selections 1976,Ó Aldrich Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Ridgefield, CT 

1975 O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, NY 

ÒNew Drawings: New York,Ó Grapestake Gallery, San 
Francisco, CA 

John Berggruen Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

ÒChange of View,Ó Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Ridgefield, CT 

ÒCollectors of the Seventies, Part II: A Collection in 
Progress,Ó Institute for Art and Urban Resources, Inc., The 
Clocktower, New York, NY 

John Doyle Gallery, Chicago, IL 

1974 O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, NY 

ÒTen Painters in New York,Ó Michael Walls Gallery, New 
York, NY 

1973 O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, NY 

ÒPainting in America,Ó The Decorative Arts Center, New 
York, NY 

1972 The New Gallery, Cleveland, OH 

ÒSome Soho Artists,Ó Philomathean Art Gallery, University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 

Kingpitcher Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA 

1971 ÒThe Drawn Line in Painting,Ó Parker Street 470 Gallery, 
Boston, MA 

Bykert Gallery, New York, NY 

Glauber-Poons Gallery, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

 



 

 

 
 
Public Collect ions 
 

 

 The Albany Museum, Albany, GA 

Bank America Corporation Art Collection, San Francisco, 
CA 

Achenbach Foundation, The Fine Art Museum of San 
Francisco, CA 

Estabrook Foundation, Carlisle, MA 

First Church of Christ Scientist, Boston, MA 

Hospital Corporation of America, Nashville, TN 

Jewett Arts Center, Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 

Frances and Sydney Lewis Contemporary Art Collection, 
Richmond, VA 

Montclair Art Museum, Montclair, NJ 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, IL 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA 

Museum of Fine Art, Houston, TX 

Minnesota Museum of American Art, St. Paul, MN 

The Phillips Collection, Washington, DC 

Portland Art Museum Portland, OR 

The Prudential Insurance Company, Newark, NJ 

Rose Art Museum, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 

University Art Museum, Berkeley, CA 

US Trust Co., New York, NY 

Welllington Management Company, Boston, MA 

Whitehead Institute, Cambridge, MA 
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